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repressive measures, but never when I seek to do
any good.'* Public opinion accepted this view.
More and more the President became identified
in the public mind with the cause of the people.
Shouts of " Vive Napoleon ! " greeted him every-
"where - occasionally he heard a cry of " Vive
Pempereur! "

The first real trial of strength came with the
President's dismissal of General Changarnier
from the Ministry of War. Then followed the
Assembly's refusal to accede to Louis Napoleon's
request for a further grant of two million francs
- hardly a surprising or unreasonable refusal, for
the demand amounted in effect to the fixing of
his annual income from the State at three and a
half million francs ! Nevertheless> the refusal
gained him widespread sympathy, and there was
much talk of providing him with the required
amount by public subscription. The prince, how-
ever, solved the problem by selling all his horses
by auction (which further increased general
sympathy), and by borrowing half a million francs
from the Spanish Ambassador. War between the
President and the Assembly was thus openly
declared. The question uppermost in the prince's
mind was how to obtain a prolongation of his
term of office, for the constitution, to which he
had sworn allegiance, forbade the re-election of ~
the President after his period of four years had